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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


O 

TO  THE  BROMSGEOVE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Dixon,  and  Gentlemen, 

• I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1937.  During 

the  year  there  has  been  no  alteration  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
District. 

The  principal  alteration  in  the  development  of  the  District 
is  the  opening  of  a large  Aircraft  Factory  at  Cofton  Hackett. 
This  is  an  annexe  with  the  Austin  Motor  Company’s  Factory, 
which  is  situated  just  over  the  boundary  line  between  this 
district  and  the  City  of  Birmingham. 

STATISTICS. 

Area  in  acres  45,646. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  middle 
of  1937,  19,620. 

Increase  of  population  on  1936,  600. 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  end  of  1937,  6645. 

Rateable  Value,  £128,761. 

Penny  Rate  produces  £502. 

The  principal  industries  in  the  area  are  Aircraft  manufacture 
at  Cofton,  Saltmaking  at  Stoke  Works,  and  Edge  Tools  at 
Belbroughton.  None  of  these  are  injurious  to  health.  Employ- 
ment has  been  good  during  the  year. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. — 278  births  (146  male  and  132  female)  were  registered 
during  the  year  after  correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers, 
giving  a birth-rate  of  14.1  per  thousand  of  population.  The 
corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  14.9.  Included 
in  the  278  births  are  9 illegitimate  births.  Still  births  number 
11.  The  still  birth  rate  is  .56. 

Deaths. — 219  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  after 
correction  for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  giving  a death-rate 
of  11.1  per  thousand  of  population.  The  corresponding  death- 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  12.4.  Tuberculosis  accounted 
for  9 deaths,  as  compared  with  13  in  1936  and  10  in  1935. 
Cancer  accounted  for  33  deaths  as  compared  with  29  in  1936 
and  30  in  1935.  Heart  diseases  and  other  diseases  of  tlie 
circulatory  system  accounted  for  70  deaths,  as  compared  with  56 
in  1936  and  74  in  1935.  No  maternal  death,  septic  or  otherwise, 
was  experienced  in  the  district. 
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Infantile  Mortality. — 9 deaths  occurred  in  infants  under  one 
year  of  age,  giving  an  infantik',  mortality  rate  of  35  ])er  1000  live 
births  registered.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  is  58.  There  was  one  death  of  an  illegitimate  infant. 

The  following  table  shows  the  District  rates  for  the  past  five 
years  : — 

1933.  1934.  1935.  1936.  1937. 


Birth-rate  14.5  ....  14.0  ....  13.7  ....  14.2  ....  14.1 

Death-rate  ....  ....  10.9  ....  11.5  ....  11.3  ....  11.4  ....  11.1 

Infantile  Mortality  38  ....  59  ....  47  ....  59  ....  35 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ....  Nil Nil. 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  One  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  ....  ....  ....  ....  35 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  live  births  ....  ....  ....  28 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  live  births  ....  ....  ....  3 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  33 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  under  2 years  of  age  ....  ....  Nil. 


As  evidence  of  the  higher  average  age  of  the  population,  it  is 
found  that  over  60  per  cent  of  the  deaths  recorded  occurred  in 
people  over  70  years  of  age. 

PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  Public  Health  Staff  number  six,  viz.,  one  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  one  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  two  Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  one  Junior  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector,  and 
one  Clerk. 

Laboratory  Facilities. — Examinations  of  clinical  material 
(Sputum,  Swabs,  etc.),  water,  milk  and  food  stuffs,  are  carried 
out  by  the  County  Analyst  at  Worcester. 

Ambulance  Facilities. — These  are  the  same  as  detailed  in  my 
report  for  1936  and  the  work  has  been  satisfactorily  done.  No 
case  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  where  there  was  difficulty 
or  delay  in  getting  patients  removed  to  Hospital. 

Home  Nursing. — All  the  parishes  are  now  served  by  District 
Associations,  which  are  aided  by  grants  from  the  County  Council. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  are  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  County  Council.  These  are  being  attended  in  greater 
numbers,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  tliat  in  the 
Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  more  patients  are  being  referred  for 
consultation  with  the  Tuberculosis  Officers.  Applications  for 
admission  to  the  County  Council  Maternity  Hospitals  at  Stour- 
port  and  Stourbridge  are  also  increasing  in  number,  and  many 
cases  of  difficult  labour  are  sent  to  Birmingham  and  Worcester 
Hospitals. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


Water. — The  supplies  (listiribut(“(l  to  the  inoix'  populous  parts 
of  the  district,  by  the  East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  (louipany, 
South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  Stourbridge^  aiul 
District  Water  Board,  and  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Under- 


taking,  have  been  satisfactory  in  quantity 

and  (piality. 

Analyses  of  the  East  Worcestershire  Waterworks  and  Stourbridge 

Water  Boards  supplies  are  as 

follows  : — 

East  Worcester  Stourbridge 

Water  Co. 

Water  Board. 

Physical  Characters 

...  Clear.  Odourless.  Clear.  Deposit 

Deposit  none. 

very  slight 

brown. 

Chemical  Examination  (results 

in  parts  per  100,000)  : 

Solids  in  suspension  dried  at 

100°  C 

....  None. 

Trace. 

Solids  in  solution  : 

Dried  at  100°  C 

25 

51 

After  ignition 

21 

44 

Chlorides  calculated  as  Common 

Salt 

2.9 

9.9 

Hardness — Permanent  .... 

8 

14 

Temporary 

10 

13 

Total 

18 

27 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0.0008 

0.0006 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0008 

0.001 

Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates) 

Trace. 

0.9 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites) 

None. 

None. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours 

at 

27°  C 

0.013 

0.006 

Toxic  Metals 

None. 

None. 

Bacteriological  Examination  : 

Number  of  Colonies  on  Agar  ; 

(a)  in  Two  days  at  37°  C. 

Nil  per  1 M.L. 

Nil  per  1 M.L. 

(b)  in  Three  days  at  22°  C. 

4 per  1 M.L. 

8 per  1 M.L. 

Coli  Aerogenes  Count 

Nil  per  100  M.L. 

Nil  per  100  M.L. 

B.Typhosis 

Nil  per  200  M.L. 

Nil  per  200  M.L. 

Cl.  Welchii  

Nil  per  250  M.L. 

Nil  per  250  M.L. 

Streptococci 

Not  detected. 

Not  detected. 

Extensions  of  the  Birmingham  mains  have  been  made  in 
Wythall  Parish,  where  housing  development  is  rapidly  going  on 
and  where  the  deep  sewer  excavations  have  dried  uj)  tlie  wells, 
which  are  dependent  on  a high  wat('r  level.  The  configuration 
of  the  ground  has  made  it  necessary  to  design  sewers  of  a 
considerable  depth. 
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Extension  of  the  South  Staffordshire  mains  lias  been  carried 
out  in  the  Dayhouse  Bank  area  of  Eomsley  Parish.  Tliis  will 
also  serve  the  Chapmans  Hill  area  of  the  Parish  which  was 
added  to  the  district  under  the  last  County  Eeview  Order. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-five  houses  have  been  connected 
to  the  piped  supplies  during  the  year.  Ten  wells  have  been 
closed  on  account  of  pollution  and  52  new  wells  sunk  to  serve 
new  properties. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — Work  is  proceeding  in  draining  most 
of  the  Parish  of  Wythall.  Development  here  is  proceeding 
apace,  and  the  rate  will  no  doubt  be  increased  as  the  sewers 
become  available.  Probable  extensions  of  the  sewers  will  be 
necessary  as  other  parts  of  the  Parish  develop. 

At  Cofton  Hackett,  at  the  toji  of  the  Eiver  Arrow  Valley, 
a sewer  has  been  laid  to  take  the  sewage  from  the  new  Aircraft 
Factory  and  the  considerable  development  around.  This  is 
conveyed  to  the  Alvechurch  Disposal  Works,  which  have  now 
become  overloaded  and  require  extensions.  Development  has 
taken  place  at  the  extreme  north  end  of  Cofton  Parish,  the 
drainage  from  this  part  has  been  pumped  to  the  Birmingham 
Sewers  for  treatment  by  the  Tame  and  Eea  Drainage  Board. 

Contracts  have  been  entered  into  for  the  drainage  of  the 
Finstall  and  Stoke  Heath  areas  in  Stoke  Prior  Parish,  and  the 
work  is  now  proceeding.  The  mechanical  cesspool  lorry  has 
worked  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  but  at  times  it  has  been 
difficult  to  find  land  for  the  disposal  of  the  contents. 

River  Pollution. — The  Eiver  Arrow  has  been  polluted  during 
the  year  at  the  Alvechurch  Disposal  Works  due  to  their  over- 
loaded condition.  Extensions  of  the  works  are  necessary 
immediately  to  prevent  this. 

The  effluent  from  the  Eomsley  Hill  Sanatorium,  which  goes 
into  a small  stream,  has  not  been  satisfactory,  and  an  engineer 
has  been  consulted  by  the  Sanatorium  Committee  to  re-design 
the  sewage  beds.  Since  the  completion  of  the  Bromsgrove 
Urban  Council’s  Sewage  Scheme  at  Sugarbrook  there  has  been 
no  pollution  of  the  Eiver  Salwarpe,  which  enters  this  district 
just  below  the  works. 

Air  Raid  Precautions. — The  Sanitary  Staff  has  given  attention 
to  the  siting  and  adajDtation  of  first  aid  posts  and  decontamina- 
tion centres  for  the  district,  and  consultations  with  neighbouring 
authorities  have  taken  place  with  the  view  of  co-operation  and 
the  prevention  of  overlapping.  The  scheme  as  drawn  up  has 
been  submitted  to  the  County  Council  for  approval.  Tliere  is  a 
deficiency  in  the  response  for  volunteers  to  staff  the  posts.  It 
is  considered,  however,  that  there  will  be  an  influx  of  people 
from  the  neighbouring  industrial  areas  in  the  event  of  an  air 
raid,  and  care  will  have  to  be  taken  tliat  tliese  people  are 
shepherded  to  places  where  wat('r  and  sanitary  conveniences  are 
available. 

Housing. — In  spite  of  considerable  development,  the  appetite 
for  houses  is  still  not  satisfied,  and,  as  a consequence,  it  has 
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como  to  my  notice  that  rents  have  been  increased  beyond  what 
is  reasonable  for  tlie  accommodation  provided,  and  the  sum 
tliat  an  agricultural  labourer  can  be  expected  to  afford.  The 
Town  Planning-  Authorities  liave  had  for  consideration  develop- 
ment plans — some  of  them  of  large  size — in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  district,  mainly  in  the  parishes  of  Cofton  Hackett  and 
Wythall.  Care  has  been  taken  to  see  that  drainage  facilities 
and  proper  water  supplies  are  available.  The  Council  have 
purchased  sites  for  housing  at  Alvechurch,  Belbroughton, 
Stoke  Prior  and  Wythall,  and  are  also  negotiating  for  sites  in 
other  Parishes. 

STATISTICAL  DATA. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwellings. 

(a)  No.  of  Houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  ....  301 

(b)  No.  of  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under 

Housing  Eegulations  ....  ....  ....  ....  116 

(c)  No.  of  Hoiises  found  unfit  for  habitation  ....  43 

(d)  No.  of  Houses  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation  20 

2.  No.  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  informal 

action  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  38 

3.  Housing  Acts,  1936,  Sections  9,  10  and  16. 

(a)  No.  of  dwelbngs  requiring  notices  to  be  served  for 

repairs  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

(b)  No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  notice  : 

(1)  By  owner  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  18 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

Public  Health  Acts. 

(a)  No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....  90 

(b)  No.  of  dwellings  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  formal  notice  : 

(1)  By  owner  ....  ....  ....  ....  65 

(2)  By  Local  Authority  ....  ....  Nil. 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Sections  11  and  13. 

(a)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ....  ....  ....  ....  40 

(b)  No.  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  14 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Section  12. 

No.  of  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ....  ....  Nil. 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  No.  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  57 

(b)  No.  of  families  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  60 

(c)  No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  387 

(d)  No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  ....  ....  6 

(e)  No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  ....  ....  35 

(f)  No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ....  233 

(g)  No.  of  dweUing  houses  which  have  again  become 

overcrowded  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 


7 


Milk  Supply. — Most  of  the  milk  produced  in  the  district  goes 
in  bidk  to  the  neighbouring  towns,  but  no  difficulty  has  been 
expt'.rienced  in  having  a sufficient  supply  for  the  district.  There 
is  a tendency  for  the  smaller  producers  to  cease  milk  production, 
the  number  of  registered  dairy  farms  having  decreased  during 
the  year.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note,  however,  that  the  number 
of  Accredited  and  Tuberculin  Tested  producers  shows  an 
increase.  The  estimated  number  of  milking  cows  also  shows  a 
decrease. 


Meat. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if 
known)  Approx 

650 

18 

42 

3980 

825 

Number  inspected 

220 

12 

24 

1320 

380 

All  diseases  except 
T.B.  Whole  car- 
cases condemned 

■ 

- -■  . 

— - 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con- 
demned 

6 

3 

1 

20 

8 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  Tubercu- 
losis   

3% 

25% 

4% 

1.5% 

2% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 
Whole  carcases 
condemned.  T.B. 
Order 

1 

21 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con- 
demned 

12 

3 

12 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

6% 

25% 

— 3.16% 
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Slaughter-houses  are  being  kept  cleaner  and  better  disposal 
of  offal  is  more  general.  Slaughtering  on  unlicensed  pnnnises 
is  now  very  rare.  Better  conditions  are  now  observed  in  the 
exposure  of  meat  for  sale. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  notifications 

were  received  during  the  year  : — 
Notified.  Hospital.  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

19 

10 

0 

Diphtheria  .... 

Puerperal  Fever  before  Oct. 

22 

20 

0 

2nd,  1937  

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

1 

1 

0 

3 

2 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .... 

1 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

10 

0 

...  10 

Scarlet  Fever  has  been  of  a mild  type,  and  when  possible  in 
isolated  cases  treatment  at  home  has  been  carried  out.  There 
has  been  no  epidemic  in  any  part  of  the  district. 

Diphtheria. — In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  diphtheria  of  a 
mild  type  was  prevalent  in  Alvechurch.  The  cases  were  at  once 
removed  to  hospital,  and  in  only  one  instance  was  there  a second 
case  in  one  house.  The  infection  was  traced  to  a milk  supply. 

The  Council  have  instructed  me  to  offer  Diphtheria  immuniza- 
tion to  all  persons,  especially  school  children,  and  this  will  be 
carried  out  aU  over  the  district  during  1938. 

The  Puerperal  cases  were  dealt  with  promptly  under  the 
County  Council  scheme.  The  Ophthalmia  case  of  a mild  type 
recovered  with  no  impairment  of  vision. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1937. 


Neio  Gases. 

Deaths. 

Non- 

Non- 

Age 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory . 

Respiratory 

Periods. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

L-6 

5-15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15-25 

5 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

25-35 

6 

4 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

35-45 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

45-55 

55-65 

6 5 -up 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Totals 

18 

11 

2 

3 

3 

4 

2 

— 
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Tlic  numbor  of  cases  remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  : — 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

36  28.  9.  9. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — These  have  been  inspected  and 
the  necessary  notices  as  to  cleanliness,  etc.,  served.  All  have 
been  complied  with.  Outworkers’  lists  containing  three  names 
have  been  received. 

The  Inspector’s  Eeport,  which  is  annexed,  shows  in  detail 
the  work  done,  and  that  the  increase  of  work  is  considerable. 
I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Sanitary 
Staff  for  their  valuable  help  and  co-operation. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  J.  COAKEE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Causes  of  Death  in  the  Bromsgrove  Rural 

District,  1937. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male,s. 

Females. 

All  Causes 

118 

101 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

Influenza 

9 

5 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system... 

3 

4 

Other  tuberculous  diseases  .... 

2 

— 

S>^hilis 

1 

] 

Cancer 

1(3 

17 

Diabetes 

3 

1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

5 

5 

Heart  disease 

26 

30 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

4 

10 

Bronchitis 

5 

3 

Pneumonia 

8 

2 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

1 

— 

Appendicitis  ... 

3 

— ■ 

Nephritis 

4 

3 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 
malformations,  etc. 

3 

1 

Suicide 

2 

— 

Otlier  forms  of  violence 

7 

5 

Other  defined  diseases 

14 

7 

/ 
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WORCESTERSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

BROMSGROVE  ItURAL  DISTRICT. 

Public  Health  Staff  : — {a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : One. 

(/>)  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Building 
Surveyor  : One. 

Assistants  : Two. 

Junior  ; One. 

(e)  Others  : Junior  Clerk  : One. 

INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

OF  THE  SANITARY  WORK  COMPLETED  IN  THE  YEAR 
ENDED  THE  31st  DECEMBER,  1937. 


Infectious  Diseases,  etc. 

Visits  to  houses  on  account  of  notifiable  tbsease  ....  48 

Houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease  ....  ....  44 

Other  houses  disinfected  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

Housing. 

Houses  erected  : (a)  By  Local  Authority  ....  ....  4 

(ft)  By  private  enterprise  or  subsidy  301 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing- 

defects  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  116 

(b)  Number  (included  above)  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations, 

1925  43 

(c)  Number  of  houses  found  unfit  for  habitation  ....  20 

(d)  Number  of  houses  (excluding  c.)  not  in  all 

respects  fit  for  habitation  ....  ....  ....  35 

2.  Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  after 

informal  action  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  38 


3.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Sections  9,  10  and  16  : 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  or  defects 
remedied  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  subsequently  rendered  fit 

after  notice  by  : (a)  The  Owner  ....  ....  18 

(b)  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owner  ....  ....  Nil. 

4.  Public  Health  Acts. 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  whicli  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  or  defects  remedied  90 

(b)  Number  of  dwellings  subsequently  rendered  fit 

after  notice  by  (a)  The  Owner  ....  ....  65 

(b)  Local  Authority  in  default 
of  owner  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 
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5.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Sections  11  and  13. 

(a)  Number  of  houses  in  resju'ct  of  wliicli  Demolition 

Orders  were,  made  . . ...  ...  ....  10 

(b)  Number  of  Iionses  demolislied  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ....  ..  ..  ....  11 

6.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  12. 

(a)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  nndergronnd 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  determined,  the 

tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ....  Nil. 

7.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  57 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ....  ....  60 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  (317  adults, 

70  children)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  387 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reduced 

privately  during  the  year  ....  ....  ....  35 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 
(179  adults,  55  children)  ....  ....  ....  234 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  wliich  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

Dirty  Houses  dealt  with  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Yards  paved  or  repaved  ....  ...  ....  ....  21 

Movable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  etc. 

No.  observed  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

No.  dealt  with,  as  insanitary  ....  ....  ....  ....  6 

House  Drainage,  etc. 

No.  laid  or  relaid,  excluding  new  properties  ....  ....  29 

No.  trapped,  ventilated  and  repaired  ....  ....  ....  13 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  . ..  ....  ....  9 

No.  of  house-drains  tested  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  5 

Water  Closets. 

No.  of  privy  or  i)ail  conversions  inclmling  additional 

W.C.’s  22 

No.  of  defective  W.C.’s  remedied  . ..  . . 3 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  put  in  ...  ....  ....  ....  9 
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Scavenging. 

No.  of  Cesspools  emptied  (quarterly)  ....  ...  ...1040 

No.  of  bouses  from  wliicb  nduse  was  removed  ...4538 

No.  of  privies  cleansed  (quarterly)  ....  ....  ....  4 

No.  of  ashpits  cleansed  (monthly)  8 

No.  of  iJortable  receptacles  cleansed,  pails  (weekly)  ....  205 

No.  of  ashpits  removed  and  ash  bins  provided  ....  72 

House  refuse  removed  : Weekly  ....  ....  ....  328 

Fortnightly  ....  ....  ....4220 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

No.  under  observation  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

No.  abated 2 


Water  Supply. 

No.  of  wells  sunk  (new  properties)  ....  ....  . ..  52 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired  ....  ....  ....  3 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during  year  : 

(new  properties,  old  properties)  ....  ....  ....  275 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  ....  ....  12 

No.  of  houses  with  contaminated  or  deficient  water- 
supplies  dealt  with  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  31 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Public  Slaughter  houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

No.  registered  (private)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

No.  licensed  (private)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

No.  of  contraventions  of  byelaws  or  defects  found  ....  5 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises  reported  ...  8 

No.  of  inspections  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  127 

Milk. 

No.  of  registered  dairy  farms  in  the  area  ....  ....  216 

Total  No.  of  Eetailers  in  district  ....  ....  ....  140 


No.  of  Licences  under  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  : — 
Pasteurised.  Accredited.  Tuberculin 

Tested. 


Bottlers  ....  ....  Nil.  2 

Retailers  ....  6 6 

Producers  ....  Nil.  32 

Approximate  No.  of  milking  cows  in  the  district 
No.  of  samples  sent  for  analysis 
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8 

...2937 
....  29 


Canal  Boats. 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or  otherwise)  ....  20 


Food. 

Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  consump- 
tion ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  620  lbs. 

Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  eonsumption  : Meat  620  lbs. 
Cases  of  animals  affected  with  Tuberculosis  : Oxen, 

T.B.  Order,  1925  22 


Other  Matters. 

Eats  and  Mice  (Destruetion)  Act,  cases  dealt  with 
(Refuse  Tips  monthly),  7 Disposal  Sites,  9 Tips,  12 Farms. 
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Water  Supply. 

liomslejf.  An  extension  of  the  South  Staffs.  Water  Co. 
main,  1220  yards  to  servo  35  houses  at  Dayhouse  Bank, 
previously  taking  supplies  from  3 Public  Wells  which  are 
to  be  abolished.  The  Council  have  under  consideration  a 
further  extension  of  the  above  main  to  serve  Chapmans 
Hill  Area. 

Wythall.  An  extension  of  the  Birmingham  Corporation 
main  in  Hollywood  Lane  to  serve  91  houses.  The  Council 
are  also  negotiating  further  extensions,  approx.  6988  yards, 
to  serve  the  district  of  Drakes  Cross,  Grimes  Hill  and 
Shawbrook,  which  have  a total  of  355  houses. 

The  above  schemes  executed  have  been  carried  out  under 
agreements  between  the  Council  and  the  respective  Water 
Authorities. 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

Alvechurch.  The  Council  are  considering  their  Engineer’s 
report  upon  the  extension  of  sewerage  facilities  to  serve 
Hopwood  Village.  This  scheme  wiU  also  provide  for  the 
duplication  of  sewers  and  enlargement  of  existing  disposal 
facibties  at  Lye  Bridge. 

Belbroughton.  The  Council  have  under  consideration 
schemes  of  proposed  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
for  the  Villages  of  Belbroughton  and  Fairfield.  When  in 
commission,  sewerage  facilities  will  be  provided  for  390 
houses. 

Cofton  Hackeit.  “A.”  Due  to  an  extension  of  the 
development  in  the  West  Heath  Area,  covered  by  an 
agreement  with  the  Birmingham  Authorities,  several 
lengths  of  sewers  laid  by  the  developers  have  been  taken 
over  and  the  sewage  dealt  with  at  the  Council’s  Pumping 
Station  and  conveyed  to  the  Birmingham  Corporation’s 
Sewers  for  treatment  by  the  Tame  & Eea  Drainage  Board. 

“ B.”  The  Valley  Sewer  from  Cofton  Hackett  Disposal 
Works  to  the  Alvechurch  Sewerage  System  was  completed. 
The  sewage  from  the  Aircraft  Factory,  new  development, 
and  the  surplus  of  the  Cofton  Works  being  conveyed  to 
Lye  Bridge  Disposal  Works. 

Clent.  A short  extension  of  the  sewer  in  Stourbridge 
Eoad  was  laid  to  serve  existing  and  future  development. 

Hunnington.  A private  sewer  to  serve  existing  and 
future  development  along  the  west  of  Bromsgrove  Eoad 
has  been  laid. 

Stoke  Prior.  The  sewerage  scheme  for  Finstall  and  the 
extension  of  the  Stoke  Works  Sewer  to  serve  Stoke  Heath 
and  Folly  Gardens  are  in  progress. 

Wythall.  Owing  to  the  rapid  development  in  this  area, 
the  extensions  of  the  new  sewers  have  become  necessary, 
and  the  Council  have  instructed  their  Engineers  accordingly. 
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Scavenging. 

A Mechanical  Cesspool  Emptier,  referred  to  in  my  report 
of  1936,  came  into  commission  and  is  fully  employed. 

Schemes  for  the  provision  of  scavenging  facilities  in  the 
Parishes  of  Belbroiighton,  Romsley,  Hunnington,  Frankley, 
and  Beoley  have  been  prepared  and  are  under  consideration. 

Belbroughton.  A tipping  area  has  been  provided  by  the 
Council  for  the  cUstrict  in  and  around  Fairfield,  served  by 
a voluntary  system. 


Housing. 

The  Council  have  purchased  sites  in  Alvechurch,  Bel- 
broughton, Stoke  Prior,  Wythall,  and  house  plans,  etc.,  to 
meet  requirements  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1936,  Slum 
Clearance  and  Overcrowding,  are  in  the  course  of  prepara- 
tion. Negotiations  are  in  hand  for  the  purchase  of  sites 
in  Beoley,  Clent,  Hagley,  and  Romsley. 


(Signed) 


4th  June,  1938. 


SPENCER  A.  PRICE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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